U.S. Appln. No. 09/819,244 
Reply to Office Action dated June 30, 2005 

IN THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application. An identifier indicating the status of each claim is provided. 
Listing of Claims 

1. (currently amended) A communication contents certification system for 
certifying contents of an electronic mail communicated between two or more party 
communication terminals and two or more attorney communication terminals through a network, 
the communication contents certification system comprising: 

a communication contents certification apparatus having communication contents 
receiving means for receiving said electronic mail, communication contents storage means for 
storing the contents of said electronic mail, communication contents transmission means for 
transmitting said electronic mail, and charging means for charging a fee associated with use of 
the communication contents certification apparatus; 

a first party communication terminal coupled to the communication contents 
certification apparatus; 

a second party communication terminal coupled to the communication contents 
certification apparatus; 

a first attorney communication terminal coupled to the communication contents 
certification apparatus; and 

a second attorney communication terminal coupled to the communication 
contents certification apparatus, wherein: 
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the electronic mail is transmitted from a jhe first party communication terminal to 
at least one of an th e first attorney communication terminal and another of the party 
communication terminals such that the electronic mail is routed to the communication contents 
certification apparatus and the communication contents certification apparatus obtains 
authentication information for the electronic mai l which comprises an identification and a 
password of a party sending the electronic mail and stores the contents of the electronic mail, 
and the contents certification apparatus authenticates the electronic mail based on the 
identification and the password of the party sending the electronic mail 

the electronic mail is transmitt e d from the first attorn e y communication terminal 
to the first party communication terminal such that the electronic mail is routed to the 
communication contents c e rtification apparatus and th e communication cont e nts certification 
apparatus confirms the authentication information for th e electronic mail and stores th e cont e nts 
of the e lectronic mail, 

the electronic mail is transmitted from th e first party communication terminal to 
the s e cond party communication t e rminal such that the electronic mail is rout e d to the 
communication contents certification apparatus and the communication contents certification 
apparatus confirms th e authentication information for the electronic mail and stores the contents 
of th e electronic mail, 

the electronic mail is transmitted from the s e cond party communication terminal 
to the second attorn e y communication terminal such that the electronic mail is routed to the 
communication contents certification apparatus and th e communication contents certification 
apparatus confirms the authentication information for the electronic mail and stor e s the contents 
of th e electronic mail, 
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tho electronic mail is transmitt e d from tho s e cond attorney communication 
terminal to the first party communication terminal such that th e el e ctronic mail is routed to the 
communication contents c e rtification apparatus and the communication contents certification 
apparatus confirms th e authentication information for th e e lectronic mail and stores the cont e nts 
of the electronic mail, and 

the charging means perform charge processing to charge at least one of the s aid 
first and s e cond parties , and said first and s e cond attorneys, for use of said communication 
contents certification apparatus at least one of authenticating and certifying the contents of the 
electronic mail . 

2. (previously presented) The communication contents certification system 
as claimed in claim 1, wherein the first party communication terminal includes a GUI (Graphic 
User Interface) having a party button display section for selecting electronic mail 
communication with the second party communication terminal and an attorney button display 
section for selecting electronic mail communication with the first attorney communication 
terminal, 

wherein the first party communication terminal is adapted to transmit the 
electronic mail as a function of input to the GUI. 

3. (previously presented) The communication contents certification system 
as claimed in claim 1, wherein the contents of the electronic mail relate to a contract matter 
between the first party and the second party. 
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4. (previously presented) The communication contents certification system 
as claimed in claim 1, wherein the first and second party communication terminals are adapted to 
transmit reception confirmation information indicating reception of the electronic mail, 

and the communication contents receiving means receives the reception 
confirmation information transmitted from the first and second communication terminals, 

and the communication contents storage means stores the reception confirmation 

information. 

5. (previously presented) The communication contents certification system 
as claimed in claim 1, wherein the electronic mail is encrypted. 

6. (previously presented) The communication contents certification system 
as claimed in claim 1, wherein the communication contents certification apparatus further 
comprises party identification means for identifying a communication terminal from which the 
electronic mail was transmitted. 

7. (currently amended) A communication contents certification method for 
certifying contents of an electronic mail communicated between two or more party 
communication terminals and two or more attorney communication terminals through a network 
comprising: 

transmitting the electronic mail from a fost-party communication terminal to at 
least one of an fes^attorney communication terminal and another of the party communication 
terminals such that the electronic mail is routed through a communication contents certification 
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apparatus, that authenticates the electronic mail based on an identification and a password of a 

party sending the electronic mail and stores the electronic mail; and 

charging at least one of the parties for at least one of authenticating and the 
certifying contents of the electronic mail. 

transmitting the electronic mail from the first attorney communication term kial-ie 
th e first party communication terminal, such that the electronic mail is routed through the 
communication contents certification apparatus, that auth e nticates and stores the electronic mail; 

transmitting the electronic mail from the first party communication terminal to a 
second party communication t e rminal, such that th e electronic mail is routed through the 
communication contents certification apparatus, that authenticates and stores the electronic mail; 

transmitting the el e ctronic mail from th e second party communication terminal 
to a s e cond attorney communication terminal, such that the el e ctronic mail is routed through the 
communication contents certification apparatus, that auth e nticates and stores the electronic mail; 

uuu 

transmitting the el e ctronic mail from th e second attorney communication terminal 
to th e first party communication terminal, such that the e lectronic mail is routed through the 
communication contents certification apparatus, that authenticates and stores the electronic mail . 

8. (currently amended) The communication contents certification method as 
claimed in claim 7, wherein the contents of the electronic mail relate to information concerning 
a contract matter between the-a_first party and 4he-a_second party. 
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9. (currently amended) A computer-readable information recording medium 
that is adapted to store a computer program comprising: 

program code for transmitting electronic mail from a-fest party communication 
terminal to at least one of an fes^attorney communication terminal and another party 
communication terminal such that the electronic mail is routed through a communication 
contents certification apparatus, that authenticates the electronic mail based on an identification 
and a password of a party sending the electronic mail and stores the electronic mail; and 

program code for charging at least one of the parties for at least one of 
authenticating and the certifying contents of the electronic mail, transmitting the el e ctronic mail 
from the first attorney communication t e rminal to th e first party communication terminal, such 
that the el e ctronic mail is routed through th e communication contents certification apparatus, that 
auth e nticates and stores the el e ctronic mail; 

program code for transmitting th e electronic mail from the first party 
communication terminal to a second party communication t e rminal, such that th e electronic mail 
is routed through the communication contents certification apparatus, that authenticates and 
stores the e lectronic mail; 

program cod e for transmitting the electronic mail from the second party 
communication terminal to a second attorn e y communication terminal, such that the el e ctronic 
mail is routed through th e communication contents certification apparatus, that authenticat e s and 
stores the el e ctronic mail; and 

program cod e for transmitting th e e l e ctronic mail from the second attorney 
communication terminal to the first party communication terminal, such that the electronic mail 
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is rout e d through th e communication contonto certification apparatus, that auth e nticat e s and 
stores the electronic mail. 
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